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INTRODUCTION 
 

Easy Reading for ESL Students – Book 5 is a 
comprehensive reader designed especially for intermediate 
and advanced students of English as a Second Language. 
The book was developed and tested by full-time teachers 
of English.  
 
There are ten short stories. Each story is designed to 
engage students in a well-rounded language learning 
experience. There are comprehension, vocabulary, 
speaking and writing exercises after each story.   
 
The stories are entertaining and have plot twists and 
surprise endings. Teachers of English as a Second 
Language will enjoy using them to engage students on a 
wide range of topics and interests. 
 
The stories are short (1500 – 2000 words). Each story and 
its exercises can be completed in 90 minutes. 
 
You can download a free audio version of the book read by 
a professional actor. See page 93. 
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JAWS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
It was midnight December 23rd, and little Matthew was 

not sleeping. He couldn’t sleep. He was too excited. 
Christmas was coming, and there was a fish in the bathtub. 
His father had bought it and put it there. He did it every 
year. He always wanted to have fresh fish for Christmas 
dinner. But this year Matthew was already a big boy. He 
was five years old and had many good ideas. His newest 
idea was to play with the fish in the bathtub while his 
parents and his sister were sleeping. Matthew got up and 
tiptoed into the bathroom. He closed the door behind him 
and listened to see if he had woken anybody up. Nothing, 
everything was quiet. It was dark, but he could see the fish 
in the bathtub because the moon was shining through the 
window. 

“Hi Fish,” he said. You can’t sleep either. I can see 
that.”     

The fish opened its mouth a few times and looked at 
Mathew. “Can you talk?” Matthew asked and put his hand 
in the bathtub. He will never forget what happened next. 
The fish jumped out of the bathtub splashing water 
everywhere. Matthew turned around and began to run 
away, but he slipped on the wet floor. He hit his head on 
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the sink and fell to the floor. Suddenly everybody in the 
family was awake. His father took him to the hospital. The 
doctor had to put seven stitches in Matthew’s head, but 
otherwise he seemed to be alright. But he was not. 

During Christmas dinner Matthew cried and cried. He 
couldn’t eat the fish. He couldn’t even touch it or look at it. 
From that time fish became a part of Matthew’s 
nightmares. His parents took him to a psychologist. She 
diagnosed him with ichthyophobia – an irrational fear of 
fish. “It might go away later in his life,” she said. But it 
didn’t go away. 

Matthew grew up. He went to see many psychologists, 
but nobody could help him. “Just avoid damn fish,” his 
friends told him. And so he did. He avoided fish as much 
as he could. He never looked at them, let alone ate them. 
If he saw fish, he got scared and ran away. His friends 
made fun of him, because for them it was comical. But for 
poor Matthew it was a very serious matter. 

The years went by and Matthew didn’t get any better.                                
One extremely hot summer his friends persuaded him 

to go to the Mediterranean Sea with them for a few days. It 
was in another country and quite far, so at first he didn’t 
want to go with them. But in the end he said, “I’ll go with 
you, but I won’t swim or sail with you.” 

“Excellent,” his friends said. You’ll clear your mind a 
little bit, and who knows what will happen.” 

So Matthew went with his friends even though he was 
not very thrilled about it.  

On the first day his friends went sailing and fishing. 
Matthew didn’t go with them, of course. They didn’t even 
try to persuade him. He went for a walk around the 
picturesque little town and enjoyed himself. He took a lot of 
pictures, had a cup of coffee in a small café and talked to 
the locals. He was having a good time even though he was 
alone. It was late in the evening when he decided to return 
to his hotel. He had started to walk back when he saw a 
group of men on the street. They were laughing and yelling 
at somebody. He walked closer, and he knew immediately 
that something was not right. Four men had surrounded a 
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young woman and were teasing her. The men looked 
local, and the woman was obviously a tourist like Matthew. 
He could tell by the way she looked. The woman was not 
comfortable and needed help, but nobody seemed willing 
to help her. Matthew decided to act. 

“Irene!” he yelled. He looked angry. “Where have you 
been? I’ve been looking for you.”  

The men turned and looked at him. Matthew was a tall 
man and looked strong, but he was outnumbered. That 
was obvious.  

“You should’ve called me, Jerry!” the woman shouted. 
“Don’t you have a phone?” 

Matthew walked up to the woman, put his arm around 
her and pulled her away.  

The men mumbled something and decided to let them 
go. 

“We don’t even know each other,” Matthew said when 
they were far enough away. “And we’re already fighting.” 
Isn’t this a nice relationship?”  

They both laughed. “Thanks a lot,” the woman said. 
“And by the way, you’ve forgotten my name. I’m Ellen not 
Irene.” 

“And I’m Matthew not Jerry, silly.” They laughed again.  
Matthew walked with Ellen and by the time they got to 

her hotel, they knew a lot about each other. Matthew liked 
Ellen a lot, and she seemed to like him too. “What about a 
drink?” he suggested. 

“It’s too late,” she said.” I’m pretty tired.” 
“OK, never mind. Bye for now.” He couldn’t hide his 

disappointment.  
“Wait,” she said. “Are you free tomorrow night at 6 

o’clock? We could have dinner together. I’ll pay.” 
“Let me check my schedule,” Matthew said. He took out 

his phone and pretended to check something. “OK,” he 
said and smiled. I’ll meet you here.” 

The next day they went out to dinner together. They had 
many things to say to each other. They had a wonderful 
time. Then it was almost time to leave. 
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“I was wondering,” Ellen said suddenly. “If you are free 
tomorrow, we could rent a boat and sail to that island over 
there. I want to go, but I don’t want to go alone. What do 
you say?” 

Matthew swallowed hard. His face went white. “I…you 
know, I…”  

“Busy schedule, huh?” she said. Now she couldn’t hide 
her disappointment. 

“Yes,” Matthew said. “No, I just…” 
“Don’t say anything,” she said. “It’s OK. I understand.” 
Matthew was silent for a minute. You don’t understand 

anything. He was thinking hard. His face went from white 
to red. “I’ll go with you,” he said suddenly. 

The next day Matthew showed up at her hotel wearing 
special sunglasses. He could hardly see. They rented a 
boat and started sailing to the island. Ellen was at the 
helm. Matthew pretended to have a headache and kept his 
eyes closed most of the time. 

“I’m so sorry about your headache,” Ellen said. 
“I’ll be alright when we get to the island,” Matthew said. 
“Are you seasick?”  
“Don’t worry about me,” Matthew said. He sounded 

angry, and he felt bad about it. Ellen looked at him, but 
didn’t say anything.  

They got to the island and had a nice time together. 
Matthew felt much better and apologized for being grouchy 
on the way there. But he had yet to survive the way back. 
He didn’t know what fate had in store for him. 

On the way back Ellen suddenly turned off the engine 
and stopped. “I feel like swimming,” she yelled. She took 
off her clothes and jumped into the water. “Come on 
Matthew, jump into the water too!” 

“I think I’ll pass on that,” Matthew said. “I don’t feel like 
swimming.” 

Ellen was evidently enjoying herself. Matthew prayed 
for this adventure to end as soon as possible. 

Then two things happened almost at the same time. 
Matthew spotted something in the water. He took his 
sunglasses off. Yes, he was sure of it. It was a fin!  
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“Shark!” he yelled. “Come back, Ellen, quickly!”  
“I can’t!” Ellen yelled. “I have a cramp! Help!” 
Matthew looked for the life preserver. Where was it? 

There! He ran to get it. But it was hooked to the boat. He 
was so nervous that he couldn’t unhook it. “Damn it!” he 
yelled. “Are they stupid to hook it like that!?” 

“Help!” Ellen yelled.  
Matthew’s worst nightmare had just come true. He 

heard his father. You’re a coward, Matthew. You’ll never 
be a real man. “No, I’m not!” he yelled. And I’ll prove it to 
you!” He jumped into the water and helped Ellen into the 
boat. 

Ellen was safe. They were both breathing heavily. Then 
a dolphin jumped out of the water and laughed. Ellen 
laughed too. “There’s your shark,” she said happily and 
laughed again. 

Matthew laughed too. “I’m laughing?” he said to himself. 
I’m not supposed to laugh. I’m supposed to be scared.” But 
he wasn’t scared anymore. He was happy to be alive. He 
was happy to be with Ellen. 

When they stopped laughing, Ellen suddenly became 
serious. “Thanks, Matthew,” she said. “You’re my hero 
forever.” 

He looked at her for a long time, but didn’t say anything. 
He only smiled. 

“Tell me something, Matthew,” she said after a while. 
“You weren’t scared to die when you jumped into the 
water? You thought there was a shark, didn’t you?” 

It took him a moment. Then he said, “No, I wasn’t 
scared.” 

“Really?” she said incredulously.  
Matthew laughed. “Yes, I was. I was so scared. You 

have no idea.”  
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I. Complete the sentences with the words from the 
box below. 
 

tiptoed 

grouchy 

persuaded 

pretended 

 picturesque 

mumbled 

teasing 

outnumbered 

 
1.  Matthew walked quietly and carefully on his toes not to  

     wake anybody up. He   tiptoed           into the bathroom. 

2.  Matthew didn’t want to go to the Mediterranean Sea,   

     but in the end his friends ____________ him to go. 

3.  The town was pretty and interesting. It was located by  

     the sea. It was a ____________ little town.   

4.  The men were laughing at the woman, and she felt  

     embarrassed. They were ____________ her. 

5.  There were four men. Matthew was alone. He was   

     ____________. 

6.  The men said something in a low voice. Matthew  

     couldn’t understand. They ___________ something. 

7.  Mathew didn’t have a headache, but he acted as if 

     he did. He ____________ to have a headache. 

8.  Matthew apologized for being in a bad mood. He  

     apologized for being ____________. 
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II. Choose two words from the box on the previous  
page and write a short paragraph using them. 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

 
III. Complete the sentences with the expressions from 

the box below.    
 

in store 

never mind 

let alone 

pass on 

 
1.  Matthew never looked at fish, ____________________  

     ate them. 

2.  Ellen didn’t think it was a problem that Matthew couldn’t 

     come with her. She said, “____________________.” 

3.  Matthew had no idea what fate had   

     ____________________ for him. 

4.  Ellen wanted Matthew to swim with her, but he said he  

     would ____________________ that. 

 
IV. Choose two expressions from the box above and  

write a short paragraph using them. 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 
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V. Answer the question in full sentences. 

1.  Why was Matthew afraid of fish? 

2.  How did he cope with his problem? 

3.  Where did he go with his friends? 

4.  How did he meet Ellen? 

5.  Where did Ellen want Matthew to go with her? 

6.  What idea did Ellen get on the way back? 

7.  What did Matthew see in the water? 

8.  What did he think it was? 

9.  How did he overcome his fear? 
 
 

VI. Oral Summary 
 

Retell the story in a few sentences.  
 
 

VII. Written Summary 
 
Write a few sentences to summarize the story. 
 
_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 
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THE GYPSY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Harry Hunter slowly drove his car into a rest stop. He 

had been driving for two hours, and he was tired and 
sleepy. He just needed a cup of coffee and a sandwich. He 
hadn’t slept very well last night, and he was hungry. He 
pulled into a parking spot. I’ll be alright in a couple of 
minutes, he thought. And then I’ll be on my way again. He 
killed the engine, but stayed in the car. He didn’t move. He 
was thinking very hard about something. His face was 
somber.  

Suddenly somebody knocked on his window. It pulled 
him out of his gloomy dreaming. A young gypsy was 
standing next to his car. She was saying something, but 
Harry couldn’t hear her. He opened the window. 

“Can I help you?” he asked. 
The woman laughed. “It’s not me who needs help. It’s 

you.” 
“What are you talking about? Harry asked. 
The woman laughed again. “You know what I’m talking 

about.” 
Last night Harry had had an argument with his girlfriend. 

They had been arguing a lot lately. She wanted him to live 
with her in another part of the country, but Harry hadn’t  


